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Introduction
We all have friends around us. These friends have different traits, personalities, and characters. Some friends may be generous while others stingy, others may be open while others may be secretive, some may be honest while others may be liars and so on. Whatever character they possess, we manage to live with them anyhow. This essay compares and contrasts two of my close friends, Mark and Tommy. I will show their differences and similarities in their characters and give a rationale as to why I consider Mark a better friend compared to Tommy.
While Mark is open to sharing his ideas to me, Tommy is very secretive. Mark will always share his experiences with you, his opinions on various subjects, and his overall perspective of life. For example, he will share with you what happened over the weekend, what his mother told him how he feels about his father and what he feels towards his teachers. He usually shares his stories to me about how she loves his mother and how he fears his daddy. He often shares his experiences and stories when he was young. Generally, Mark is open to his ideas and thoughts.
On the other hand, Tommy is secretive and does not like sharing his experiences to me. He usually conceals virtually all his experiences to other friends and me. He often hides everything that he feels might embarrass him or is not pleasant. He will, however, share some good experiences like when he wins a bet.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The other difference between Mark and Tommy is that whereas Mark is generous, Tommy is very stingy. Mark usually calls me over the weekend for a cup of tea or dinner at his room. Mark will always share with you what he has, no matter how little it is. Whenever I am broke, I usually rush to Mark because I know he is my lifesaver. Whenever I have a problem, I rush to Mark because I am confident he will help me out. Mark often calls us to bashes and parties over the weekends whereby we party together. Tommy, on the other hand, is stingy, his single coin must be accounted for. He doesn't like spending his money with friends. He is the only friend me and his other friends have never attended his birthday party. Whenever it is his birthday, he claims that he is broke and that birthdays are a waste of money. We usually make fun of him by calling him “Mr. Stingy” due to his character. Moreover, Tommy will never invite you to dinner.
Additionally, whereas Mark is courageous and bold, Tommy is timid and shy off. Mark has self-confidence and does not shy off from speaking in front of many people. I usually ask him to accompany me whenever we are going to places I feel insecure as this raises my confidence too. I like going with him to public places because of his, unlike Tommy, who is a coward.

Despite their differences, Mark and Tommy have some similarities. One of the similarities is that both are trustworthy and honest friends. I like them because they are dependable at all times. They usually fulfill their promises whenever they promise me something. They typically meet their commitments and plans. When we plan to strike a deal with them, it is always a success because they are dependable. I like their honesty because they don't fail me. I share my secrets, fears, and deep thoughts to them because I know they can never use my private information against me or hurt me.

Secondly, both Mark and Tommy are supportive. They usually support me when things are not working on my side, and I appreciate that. They help me during bad times. I remember when I lost my sister in a road accident, one of the worst moments in my life, they encouraged me during the grieving period. They stayed with me, encouraged me, and strengthened me until I healed. Whenever I fall sick, they are always the first people to visit me. Besides, Mark and Tommy have empathy; they recognize my feelings and respond accordingly. Other traits shared by Mark and Tommy include humor, loyalty, respect, and steadfast.
In conclusion, although Mark and Tommy have some things in common, like being trustworthy and supportive, I prefer Mark because he is open and courageous. These two traits which differentiate my two close friends make me feel that Mark is a better friend than Tommy.

